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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: NEED FOR PUBLIC STATEMENT ON INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT TALKS 

REF: LUSAKA 3901 

1 . EMBASSY AGREES FULLY WITH AMBASSADOR LOW'S CONCLUSIONS 
(REFTEL) THAT BRITISH MUST BOLSTER THEIR SAGGING CREDIBILITY 
WITH AFRICANS BY MAKING POSITIVE AND FORTHRIGHT PUBLIC STATE- 
MENT ON CONTINUATION OF ANGLO-AMERICAN INITIATIVE. IN ADDITION. 

WE BELIEVE IT IS HIGH TIME FOR UK AND US TO TAKE A STRONGER 
PUBLIC STAND THAN HERETOFORE ON SMITH'S INTERNAL NEGOTIATION. 

2. A STRONG STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE IS NEEDED TO ALLAY 
PATRIOTIC FRONT FEARS (CONVEYED TO US IN TALKS WITH PATRIOTIC 
FRONT REP IN BOTSWANA) THAT BECAUSE THE UK AND US HAVE 
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NOT MADE A STRONG PUBLIC STAND TO THE CONTRARY, THEY 
MIGHT EVENTUALLY SUPPORT A BOGUS SMITH SETTLEMENT. TOO, 

A TOUGH STATEMENT IS NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE HONEST NEGO- 
TIATING EFFORTS OF MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE BY COMBATTING 
SMITH'S CLAIM THAT THE US AND UK WOULD ACCEPT A "GENUINE 
SETTLEMENT" (I.E., A SMITH SETTLEMENT) AGREED IN SALIS- 
BURY (SEE PARA 4, PRETORIA 6995). 
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3. FINALLY, AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, SITHOLE IS URGENTLY 
ASKING FOR UK GUIDANCE AS TO WHAT WOULD CONSTITUTE AN 
"ACCEPTABLE" INTERNAL SOLUTION. IF WE REMAIN SILENT 
AND SMITH SUCCEEDS IN OBTAINING HIS BASIC NEGOTIATING 
DEMANDS, WE WILL SURELY BE ACCUSED OF HAVING ACQUIESCED 
IN RETURNING RHODESIA TO THE OLD SYSTEM OF MINORITY 
RULE. 

4. THEREFORE, TO GAIN CONFIDENCE OF PATRIOTIC FRONT, 

TO SUPPORT THOSE NATIONALISTS WHO ARE CURRENTLY NEGOTI- 
ATING WITH SMITH, FURTHER TO UNDERCUT SMITH IN THOSE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND TO PROTECT OURSELVES AGAINST CHARGES 
OF ACQUIESCING IN A SMITH-DOMINATED INTERNAL SETTLEMENT, 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT NOW IS STRATEGIC TIME 
FOR USG/HMG TO MAKE AN UNEQUIVOCAL STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE, 
SUPPORTING NO REPEAT NO INTERNAL SETTLEMENT NOT IN ACCOR- 
DANCE WITH MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PLAN. 
ALBERTI 
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